CHAPTER XX
THE SUPPRESSION OF THE TEMPLE
PHILIP continued to press Clement to condemn the memory
of Boniface VIII as well as crush the Temple. He at length
forced the Pope to institute a process against Boniface, but
only after renewing his virulent campaign of vilification.
The king had accused Clement of bribing some of the
witnesses against Boniface to disappear, of threatening and
torturing others, and even of committing murder. A
number of the witnesses had died in natural course, and
Philip sarcastically enquired if Clement was postponing the
process in the hope that all the witnesses against Boniface
would be laid in their graves.
The agreement had been made that the indictment of
Boniface should be before the general council of the Church,
but Clement fought that arrangement fiercely. He could no
longer avoid a trial, but he insisted that it should take place
before a tribunal chosen by himself and Philip gave way on
the point. In February, 1311, Clement sat with a number
of his cardinals to investigate the charges. Philip was
represented by his best lawyers, William de Nogaret, who
had seized Boniface at Anagni, and William de Plasian, who
had been the most unscrupulous traducer of the dead Pope.
The memory of Boniface was defended by his two nephews
and a number of ecclesiastical jurists. It was a tussle between
the civil lawyers of the French court and the canon lawyers
of the papal court.
The defence objected to the appearance of de Nogaret and
de Plasian as prosecutors on the ground that these two lawyers
had been the worst enemies of Boniface and were guilty of
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